


This summer, the MET Department 
provided funding to the Louis Riel 
Institute to mail out “Skills Inventory 
Questionnaires” to over 1,600 
previous applicants of the Louis Riel 
Bursary dating back to as far as 2001.  
The purpose of this mailout was to 
gather information on the skills of our 
Metis community.  The completed 
applications were then returned to 
the MET Department and added to 
their skills database.  Respondents 
that returned their questionnaires 
prior to August 16, 2013 had their 
names entered into a draw for a free 
iPad Mini - courtesy of MEDO.

The winner of the iPad Mini was Jules 
Gareau. He had been an applicant 
for the Louis Riel Bursary while he 
attended the University of Manitoba.

Jules was working as a technician for 
Manitoba Hydro since 1989 when he 
realized that he had hit the ceiling in 

his career.  To go beyond his position, 
he would � rst need to further his 
education.  In 1996 he went to the 
University of Manitoba and took his 
4 year Certi� cate in Management, 
which he completed in 2000.  

At this point, he looked at his options 
and saw that his course in life had 
been leading in two di� erent areas 
- technical and management.  He 
needed to merge both so in 2000 he 
enrolled in Engineering at the U of M 
and graduated in 2006.  In 2007 he 
took his MBA which he completed 
in 2009.  With Manitoba Hydro, 
he advanced from an “Engineer in 
Training” then up 5 levels to the 
“Engineer 5 - Section Head” position 
where he currently supervises 20 
sta�  and handles a 45 million dollar 
budget for Hydraulic Dam program 
management.  Congratulations to 
Jules on all of his accomplishments 
and on being the winner of our draw!
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Well Known Metis Musicians Headlining the MMF AGA Metis Jamboree
If you love Metis music, this 
year’s Metis Jamboree is set 
to be a fantastic time!

This year’s line up for the Metis 
Jamboree Band being held the 
evening of Sept. 28 will include, well-
known Metis singer, song writer, Al 
Desjarlais on acoustic guitar and 
vocals, James Flett on lead guitar 
and backed by Clint, Jim and Keith 
Dutaiume on � ddle, bass and drums.

A featured event of the assembly 
will include musical performances 
by young up and coming, local and 
regional � ddle players.

Big Al’s Jam Night

A reminder that Big Al’s Jam Night, 
hosted by Al Desjarlais has begun  

again this fall. Beginning at 6pm until 
9 pm. and held every Wednesday at 
the MMF Home o�  ce located at 150 
Henry Ave. 

New and young - experienced or 
newbies - all musicians and singers, 
Metis and otherwise are invited. 
Come out, enjoy an evening of great 
music and have fun!

Through the 70’s & 80’s Al played 
with many local artists such as Len 
Henry, Lionel Desjarlais and James 
Flett & Mac Pulling. Al formed his 
� rst band “The Al Desjarlais Band” 
which was chosen by the Manitoba 
Association of Country Arts for the 

“Tony Sianchuk Award” band of 
the year in 1984. In 1986 Al formed 
another band called “Trapline”.

The Winds of Change - New Album

The Winds of Change CD was 
released 2010. Al Desjarlais has 
captured some of his favourites in 
this compilation, including “Waltz of 
the Wind” a favourite of his mother’s 
& “Just between an Old Memory and 
Me” which is currently climbing the 
charts on the NAMC countdown!

To quote, Big Al, “Bring your voice, 
guitar, � ddle and don’t forget to bring 
yourself!”

Al Desjarlais

From left to right: MEDO CEO, Blake Russell, winner of the iPad Mini Jules 
Gareau, MET Associate Minister, Joan Ledoux and LRI General Manager, 
Sharon Conway.
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Be sure to watch live streaming coverage of 
the 45th MMF Annual General Assembly in 
Brandon, September 28 & 29 online at
mmf.mb.ca


