


The Manitoba Metis Federation held its annual 
commemoration ceremony for Louis Riel being held 
November 16, 2013. The ceremony was held outside 
the St. Boniface Roman Catholic Cathedral Cemetery 
located at 190 ave de la Cathédrale at the historical 
gravesite of Louis Riel.

Louis Riel was a Canadian politician, a founder of the 
province of Manitoba, and a political and spiritual 
leader of the Metis people of the Canadian prairies. He 
was instrumental is leading the founding the province 
of Manitoba.

The first resistance was the Red River Resistance of 
1869–1870.  The provisional government established 
by Riel ultimately negotiated the terms under which the 
modern province of Manitoba entered the Canadian 

Confederation.  Although, Riel was forced into exile in 
the United States due to the controversial execution of 
Thomas Scott during the resistance.

Ultimately, Louis Riel was captured and on July 31, after 
only half an hour of deliberation, a jury found Louis Riel 
guilty of treason but recommended mercy. Nonetheless, 
Judge Hugh Richardson sentenced him to death. Louis 
Riel was executed in Regina on November 16, 1885.

Following the execution, Riel’s body was returned to his 
mother’s home in St. Vital, (now, the national historical 
site, Riel House) where it lay in state. On December 
12 1886, his remains were laid in the churchyard of 
the Saint-Boniface Cathedral located at 190 ave de la 
Cathédrale following the celebration of a requiem mass.

Louis Riel is now celebrated as the leader of the Metis 
Nation, a father of Confederation, and a founder of 
Manitoba. 

National and Local dignitaries showed their support 
for this historic occasion by joining Manitoba 
Metis Federation President David Chartrand. The 
attending crowd of around 100 Metis supporters 
included the Premier of Manitoba, Greg Selinger: 
Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official 
Language, Shelly Glover; Metis National Council 
President, Clement Chartier; City of Winnipeg 

Councillor, Dan Vandal, as well as, City of Winnipeg 
Mayor, Sam Katz, among others.

Opening Prayer delivered by Metis Elder, Mr. Norman 
Fleury and the Master of ceremonies was well-known 
Metis musician, Ray St. Germain.

MMF President David Chartrand, spoke emotionally 
of Louis Riel’s sacrifices and read aloud an account of 
Riel’s last hours before his execution, which was taken 
from a newspaper clipping at the time, bringing to life 
the emotions and spirit of the man. Those in attendance 
were clearly moved by the heartfelt account of the last 
days of our great Metis leader.

MMF President David Chartrand presented the newly 
appointed Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official 

Language, Shelly Glover with a lovely traditional made 
Metis jacket created by Metis craftswoman and expert 
seamstress, Janine Krauchi.

A traditional Metis lunch, prepared 
by Elsie Bear’s Kitchen was held 
following the ceremonies. 
Entertainment was 
supplied by Mr. Al 
Desjarlais accompanied 
by Jim and Clint Dutiaume.
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The attending crowd taking in the ceremony.

President Chartrand presenting Shelly Glover 
with a traditional made Metis jacket.

Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official 
Language, Shelly Glover.

From left to right: Premier of Manitoba, Greg Selinger, 
Winnipeg Mayor, Sam Katz, MMF President, David 
Chartrand, Metis Elder, Norman Fleury. 

The gravesite of Louis Riel.

MMF President, David Chartrand along with 
Master of ceremonies, Ray St. Germain.

The gathering at Elsie Bear’s Kitchen following 
the ceremony.


