


In keeping with the generous spirit of the season, the 
Manitoba Metis Federation (MMF) held it’s annual 
Christmas Concert with all proceeds going to the 
Christmas Cheer Board of Winnipeg. Each year, the 
MMF brings together family and friends with well-know 
Metis musicians to raise funds for the Christmas Cheer 
Board culminating with the presentation of a cheque to 
Cheer Board executive director, Kai Madsen.

The MMF, in partnership with the Christmas Cheer 
Board of Winnipeg invited one and all to the ‘Metis 
Christmas Benefit Concert’ that was held at the 
Manitoba Metis Federation Home Office (in Elsie 
Bear’s Kitchen on Lower Level) located at 150 Henry 
Avenue on Saturday, December, 14th from 7 p.m.-10 
p.m. Tickets were $10.00 and children 12 years old 
and under attended for free. The event was hosted by 
APTN’s Naomi Clarke.

“I am very pleased to announce our Christmas Concert 
as part of our longstanding commitment to the valuable 
services provided every year by the Christmas Cheer 
Board” said President David Chartrand. “Our Metis 
government is committed to ensuring that every child 
from every community receives the Christmas that they 
dream of and fully deserve” concluded Chartrand

The music was wonderful this year with Metis 
musicians, young and old, entertaining the crowd 
of roughly 100 members, friends and family of the 
Federation. There was also a surprising early visit from 
the big guy himself, Santa Clause, who arrived to the 
delight of youth and elders alike!

The evening also featured the presentation of a 
cheque for $4000.00 to the Executive Director of the 
Christmas Cheer Board, Kai Madsen, by MMF Vice 
President, Denise Thomas.

The Cheer Board was started in 1919 by a number of 
Winnipeg churches. The original intent was to provide 
Christmas Hampers and toys for the widows and 
orphans of the soldiers lost during World War One. The 
Cheer Board provides assistance to families receiving 
Employment Income Assistance as well many of the 
working poor.

Pregnancy and childbirth are a period of a lot of 
changes in a woman’s life. The Manitoba Metis 
Federation and the University of Manitoba are 
conducting a study to understand Northern Metis 
women’s experiences during pregnancy and 
childbirth and their access to supports.

If you have a story to tell about your experiences 
being pregnant or having a baby, and want to take 
part in this study, we invite you to contact The Pas 

MMF office at 204-623-5701 or Thompson MMF 
office at 204-677-1430 for more information. Or 
you can contact Punam Mehta, study coordinator at 
MMF Home Office in Winnipeg at 204-586-8474 
ext. 332.  Participants must be Metis women over 
the age of 18 and from The Pas or Thompson MMF 
Regions.  We are looking for at least 6–10 people to 
take part in discussion groups held in The Pas MMF 
Region and Thompson MMF region. Honorarium and 
lunch will be provided.

The information gained from this research will help 
us to understand the issues Metis 
women face during pregnancy and 
childbirth and in accessing 
support during this time, 
and will be useful in 
the planning for future 
programs and services.  
We look forward to hearing 
your story!
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Two children taking non-perishable donations.

The crowd taking in the live entertainment at the 
MMF Annual Christmas Cheer Board Concert

Some of the live entertainment at the Christmas 
Cheer Board Concert.

A few of our happy Metis youth getting a picture 
taken with Santa Claus himself!

MMF Vice President, Denise Thomas and Cheer 
Board executive director, Kai Madsen.


