


On Thursday February 6, 2014 the Aboriginal 
Circle of Educators held their 8th Annual A.C.E. 
education awards banquet at the Best Western 
Hotel in Winnipeg. 

Well-known and respected, Metis Elder, Mary 
Guilbault, was awarded the “Elder” award 
posthumously and was graciously accepted in a 
tearful, heart-warming and at times humorous 
speech by members of her family. 

Mary Guilbault was very involved in the Metis, First 
Nations and Winnipeg communities, as well as, 
providing guidance to a vast number of Aboriginal 
youth, men and women.  Mary Guilbault, who passed 
into the spirit world on June 13, 2013 was a past 
board member of the Louis Riel Institute, past board 
member of MMF. A number of years ago the Mary 
Guilbault Bursary was established, this is, a Metis 
student bursary established to assist Metis youth in 
attending post-secondary education in Manitoba. 

Mary’s contributions to the community included 
participation in: 

�t��The formation of the Manitoba Metis Federation 
in 1967 where she sat on the Board of Directors 
holding the Education Portfolio until 1974

�t��The housing study that resulted in the Lord Selkirk 
Park Housing Development

�t��An upgrading program that became nationally 
recognized and adopted by Canada Manpower

�t��Forming the Court Communicators Program with 
Judge J. Rice and Judge I. Dubienski

�t��The establishment of the Prince of Wales / 
Princess Ann Bursary for Métis students

�t��The establishment of counseling and tutoring 
services for the faculties of Nursing, Education 
and Social Work at Brandon University and the 
University of Manitoba

�t��The establishment of satellite universities in 
northern Manitoba resulting in Assiniboine 
College (The Pas) and Keewatin College 
(Thompson)

�t��The establishment of the Median Credit Union

�t��Kinew Housing in 1970 – President -Board of 
Directors

�t��Métis Women’s Organization - Board of Directors

�t��Elizabeth Frye Society of Manitoba – 
Board of Directors

�t��The All Nations Traditional Healing Centre Inc. – 
Board of Directors

�t��Louis Riel Institute – Board of Directors

*The above information compiled by Mr. Lawrence Barkwell.

The Manitoba Metis Land-Claims Decision and 
Manitoba Metis Early Years

A packed house was on hand Wednesday, 
February 5th, 2014 to listen to Justice Tom 
Berger speak from 7:00 to 9:00 pm in 
Convocation Hall Wesley Building 2nd floor at 
The University of Winnipeg.

David Chartrand, President of the Manitoba 
Metis Federation, introduced Justice Berger 
and discussed the relationship between Justice 
Berger and the MMF.

Justice Berger represented the Manitoba Metis 
Federation in the groundbreaking land claim case 
that led the Supreme Court to decide in March 
of 2013 that Canada’s government of the day 
did not act in good faith with respect to Metis 
people. The case stemmed from Manitoba’s 
entry into Confederation in 1870, when Canada 
agreed to deliver 1.4 million acres of land to 
Metis children in Manitoba.

A display of Metis culture by the 
Louis Riel Institute was also open 
to the public in Convocation 
Hall Wesley Building 
presented by the Louis 
Riel Institute.

To listen to an audio cast 
of Justice Berger’s lecture, 
visit www.mmf.mb.ca
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