
WHAT IS THE FOCUS OF THE INITIATIVE?

ELIGIBILITY

WHAT TREES AND SHRUBS ARE AVAILABLE TO BE ORDERED?
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MAKE OUR HOMELAND GREEN AGAIN

INFORMATION SHEET
YOUR MÉTIS GOVERNMENT HAS MADE THE COMMITMENT TO PLANT 2 MILLION TREES ACROSS THE RED 

RIVER MÉTIS HOMELAND THROUGH THE ‘MAKE OUR HOMELAND GREEN AGAIN’ INITIATIVE. 

Through the Manitoba Métis Federations Tree Planting Initiative – Make Our Homeland Green Again, native tree and shrub 
species will be planted across the Red River Métis National Homeland. 
This Initiative has been designed to reap all the benefits trees and shrubs provide while joining the fight against climate 
change to better our environment for a brighter future such as: 

  •  Combat climate change through the sequestration of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and the removal of harmful             
    pollutants from the atmosphere to improve overall air quality, 
  •  Increase biodiversity and quality of ecosystems, 
  •  •  Improve individuals’ health and quality of life including the reduction of stress and anxiety, 
  •  Develop habitat and food sources for pollinators, 
  •  Support food security, and much more! 

Your Métis Government recognizes the importance of the environment and the importance of making the tree planting 
programs accessible for all our Métis Citizens.

Métis Citizen – You are eligible for all programs if you: 
    1.   are a Métis Citizen, 
    2. have ownership of the land in which you are wanting to plant trees on, and 
    3. are willing to care for and support the tree(s) for a minimum of 30 years. 

In instances where you are a Métis Citizen, but you do not have ownership of the land, please contact MMF Technical Staff 
directly to discuss further.  

MMF LocalMMF Local – You are eligible for all programs, excluding the Citizen Yard Improvement Program, if the area in which you wish to 
plant trees is owned by the MMF Local, a Métis Citizen of the Local, and/or the landowner would be willing to sign a landowner 
agreement which would protect the tree(s) for a minimum of 30 years.

For the 2023 planting season, the following species are available: 

Available Trees:  
   1.    Balsam Fir Abies balsamea  
   2.   White Spruce Picea glauca  
   3.   Paper Birch Betula papyrifera  
   4.   Poplar Populus  
   5.   Manitoba Maple    5.   Manitoba Maple Acer negundo

Available Shrub: 
   1.    Silver Buffalo Berry Shepherdia argentea  
   2.   Wolf Willow Elaeagnus commutate 
   3.   Red Osier Dogwood Cornus sericea  
   4.   Saskatoon Amelanchier alnifolia

Inventory will differ year to year. A list of available species will be provided to interested Métis Citizens along with any 
limitations on the number of trees or shrubs that may obtained each year.



WHAT IS CARBON SEQUESTRATION?

LONG TERM MONITORING 
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Carbon sequestration is the removal of carbon dioxide from the air by plants. When trees perform photosynthesis, they pull 
carbon dioxide out of the air and use it to create simple sugars that are used to grow trunk tissue, branches, and roots. Trees 
are e cient carbon sinks because the entire structure of a tree is made entirely of carbon, even when a tree dies the 
deadwood will hold onto the carbon as it slowly breaks down into the surrounding environment. 

CAN I ADD ANYTHING TO HELP MY TREES/SHRUBS?
Placing natural tree mulch around the base of the tree or shrub will greatly increase the chances of establishment and 
survival. Natural tree mulch aids in moisture retention, suppressing weed, and will breakdown into the soil which reintroduces 
nutrients and beneficial microorganisms into the surrounding soil. Although when adding mulch to the base of a tree make 
sure the mulch layer is not exceeding 1.5-inches and that it isn’t piled against the trunk of the tree, having too much mulch 
against the trunk can lead to excess moisture rotting the base of the tree leading to structural problems. 

During planting, soil amendments can speed up the amount of time it takes for a new tree or shrub to establish into its During planting, soil amendments can speed up the amount of time it takes for a new tree or shrub to establish into its 
environment. Bonemeal is a commonly used organic fertilizer that can be added into the planting hole prior to planting your 
tree, the bonemeal will breakdown into the soil layer and provide a mix of nutrients the main one being phosphorous. 
Phosphorous is an important macro nutrient that is vital to root establishment in plants and providing some prior to planting 
the tree will make sure the nutrient is available and abundant for the plant to take up as it adjusts to its new environment. 
Another effective soil amendment is adding potting soil to the planting hole prior to installing the tree, this will provide a 
space for early roots to establish with less energy compared to the subsoil layer. 

HOW SHOULD I PREPARE MY PLANTING AREA FOR THE NEW TREES/SHRUBS? 
Tilling or disturbing the soil to reduce competition from grasses and other plants will greatly increase the establishment 
chances of the new trees/shrubs, if a tiller isn’t available, you can disturb the soil with a spade and remove as much of the 
vegetation around the planting zone as possible. 

Long term monitoring will be required to track carbon sequestration and new growth of the provided trees or shrubs during 
each year of the first (5) establishment years and at intervals of each (5) years after. In the event of a mass planting such as a 
shelterbelt, an average of the grouping may be taken. 

Three measurement criteria:
   1.    Overall height
   2.   Diameter of the truck (Measured at chest height) 
   3.   Crown width  
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