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Manitoba Métis
Federation
Believe in Yourself - Believe in Métis
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Federation— National Government of the Red River Métis (MMF)

Culture & Heritage Department newsletter!
In this issue, we take a look back at what Culture and Heritage has

accomplished over 2025 with Minister AndersonQ Citizen
will also be an event write-up on the Louis Riel Commemoration

Ceremony, an interview with Elder Linda St. Cyr-Saric, and a fun

Message, and at past events from the previous months. There
Michif Wordsearch!

Welcome everyone to the 6th issue of the Manitoba Métis
We wish all a Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year!

Culture & Heritage

Newsletter

December 2025
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Minister@ Message
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Minister@ Message Cont.
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We ended the year with Lighting Up the Heart of the Homeland on December 1,
2025, where Citizens from across the province gathered at 200 Main Street to
celebrate the holiday season. The Culture and Heritage Department is grateful to
have received funding from Manitoba Arts Council for this event, to support local
artists. This growing annual tradition continues to highlight our culture, unity, and
pride in the heart of our Homeland.

Looking ahead, our Department is already planning upcoming events, cultural
programming, and new initiatives. We remain committed to creating meaningful
community experiences, expanding cultural outreach, and strengthening the
presence of the Red River Métis culture across the Homeland.

| want to extend my heartfelt thanks to our Citizens,
Local Executives, volunteers, and staff who contributed
to the success of Culture & Heritage this year. Your
support and participation ensure that our Red

River Métis culture continues to thrive for future
generations. We look forward to seeing everyone again
at upcoming events, gatherings, and celebrations across
the Homeland.

Meegwetch,

Alfred Anderson
Minister of Culture & Heritage, Vice-President of Interlake Region
Manitoba Métis Federation — National Government of the Red River Métis
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METIS MUSIC VAN CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Christmas Parades

Selkirk Festival of Lights Parade
b2@SY0SN HPIKEX
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The Métis Music Van annually attends
the Selkirk Festival of Lights Parade with
the Selkirk Local, and has been decorat-

ed with many Christmas lights to bring

festive cheer to Selkirk.

Stonewall Festival of Lights Parade
5SOSY0OSNI pliKzZ

The Métis Music Van is excited to join
the Stonewall Local and Minister Mona
Buors again at this parade, bringing
cheer and Red River Métis Music to

Stonewall!

Gimli Santa Claus Parade
5S0OSYOSN] cliKZ
The Métis Music Van journeys to Gimli
for their holiday parade, and this com-

munity always gives a warm reception to
Trapper@ Festival our music and dance.

CSoNYzl NB YREG K KS

The Métis Music Van is excited to return
to the TrapperQ Festival in The Pas. It will
also be at the 25th anniversary of Métis
Nite, congratulations to Vice-President
Judy Mayer and The Pas Region for 25
years of community cheer, good music
and hospitality, and lots of fun!
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CULTURE
AND HERITAGE

Annual General Assembly

A look back at past events!

Manitoba Hydro Santa Claus Parade: Grey Cup Edition

The Culture and Heritage Department had a successful booth at the Annual
The MMF was a proud co-host of the 2025 Grey Cup, and the Culture and Heritage
The MMF vehicles proudly paraded down Portage Ave. in Winnipeg as part of
the Manitoba Hydro Santa Claus Parade, led by the Métis Music Van.

-———

Department assisted having a Red River Cart at the Grey Cup Wawanesa Street Festival.

General Assembly, gathering data from Citizens on the meaning of Red Rier Métis.
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A S Y

great Red River Métis leader Louis Riel, and

—

remembers the trials and sacrifices Louis Riel faced
defending the rights of the Red River Métis.

This year was the 140th anniversary of the execution of Louis Riel, the Founder and
First Premier of Manitoba, a Father of Confederation, and the great leader of the Red
River Métis. Louis Riel was forced to leave Manitoba following the Red River
Resistance, but he came back to defend the Red River Métis in Saskatchewan in 1884,
leading to the Battle of Batoche in 1885. After the battle, Louis Riel surrendered and
2908 W was taken to Regina, SK for trial, which was not part of
v
{ ”»~

s e s s s

5

Canada at the time. He was hanged for treason under

8 archaic laws from Great Britain for defending the rights
of the Red River Métis. He was then brought back to
Winnipeg, where a viewing took place at his family
home, reported to have been visited by hundreds.

The Louis Riel Commemoration Ceremony was led by
PresidentQ Office and assisted by Culture and Heritage Department, and was historic
as the Right Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada, laid a wreath and
provided greetings—the first time that a sitting Prime Minister has done so. Dignitar-
ies from the Federal, Provincial, and Municipal Governments attended and provided
greetings, as well as the Chief of Winnipeg Police. Thank you to all who attended, and

=== ===

—_————————

there is a livestream of the event found on the MMF YouTube webpage.
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Elder Spotlight—Linda St. Cyr-Saric

Hello everyone, my name is Linda St. Cyr-Saric, and | am
originally from St. Eustache, Manitoba, though |
/I now reside in Selkirk with my husband, Vinko Saric. | am the

the center of my life. Our mother is 97 years old and
= continues to do well in a personal care home, which we
are very grateful for.

&4 | am a proud mother of two daughters, Allisson and
Melanie, a grandmother to Ashley and Naomi, and a very
proud great grandmother to Mckayla and Hayden. | also
have an awesome grandson in-law, Chad. My family all live,
work, or attend school in Winnipeg, and they continue to be
my greatest joy.

Some of my fondest memories come from time spent with

my Memere Rosine Richard and Pepere Elzear St. Cyr, who

lived on their homestead in St. Eustache. My Pepere had a
deep love for gardening, which is where my own passion for gardening began. We
often walked together into town, speaking Michif French the entire way. Along the
ditches, we would search for pieces of metal that he later sold when he had collected
enough. In return, he would give me twenty-five cents, which felt like a fortune at
the time and was usually spent on candy, gum, and an Orange Crush.

e

——

E———

When my Memere and Pepere passed away, my world was shattered. My Pepere was
my greatest influence. He taught me the importance of hard work and being proud of
who you are, lessons that | continue to carry with me every day.

| spent 24 years as a teacher, including 18 years at R.B. Russell Vocational High School
in Winipeg, before retiring. Today, it is an honour to serve as an Elder for the
Manitoba Métis Federation, a role | take very seriously. | am always grateful when
invited to offer opening and closing prayers at community events, and | see this as a
responsibility rooted in respect, humility, and service.

In my day-to-day life, | enjoy gardening, cooking, and sharing meals with family and
friends. Food has always been a way for me to show love and bring people together.

To the youth, dmy message is simple but heartfelt. Work hard, follow your dreams,
and do not be afraid to change course if needed. Be proud of who you are. Believe in
yourself. Believe in Métis€ ®
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Métis Music Van Visits This Year!

May 15, 2025: Teulon Elementary School — July 23, 2025: Garden Open House — Lac du
Teulon Bonnet

May 30, 2025: Walter Whyte School — Grand  July 26, 2025: Woodridge 125 Years
Marais Celebration — Woodridge

May 31, 2025: Teulon Local — Teulon August 9, 2025: St. JudeQ Anglican Church

June 1, 2025: Winnipeg Pride Parade — Fundraiser — Grand Marias

Winnipeg August 16, 2025: Annual BBQ and Open House

June 5, 2025: Walk for AlzheimerQ— Winnipeg St. Vital Museum — Winnipeg

August 21, 2025: Annual St. Laurent Seniors
Summer Feast — St. Laurent

June 8, 2025: Kristins Walk — Selkirk

Q

June 13, 2025: Teulon Elementary School -

=—

August 23, 2025: Morden Corn & Apple
Festival — Morden

Teulon

e

June 13, 2025: Lundar Parade — Lundar

August 23, 2025: Bunns Creek Centennial
Park—Winnipeg

June 13, 2025: Teulon AGM BBQ — Teulon

lune 28, 2025: Rooster Town — Winnipeg August 30, 2025: Riel House Annual Corn
June 29, 2025: Lions Canada Day Parade —Lac Roast—Winnipeg

du Bonnet September : Sel ki
Reconcil i [

B

LI =— ————

-

e

June 30, 2025: Stony Mountain Pre-Canada

Day — Stony Mountain ber 30, . Nomad
nci

P
R i I-WaninopebDay

July 1, 2025: Gimli Parade — Gimli

2025; Mdion Gat

July 1, 2025: Canada Day at the Selkirk
Waterfront — Selkirk

e

15, 2025 Ma n 0
i

e it

July 2, 2025: Portage and Main Opening — a © GrefgWCopi pdgtion

Winnipeg ember 21, 2025: Radiot
) i f acefl WMiorsmpii t ead

July 5, 2025: Creamery Days — Eriskdale

ember 22, 2025: Teul on

adeul on

S S I ————

July 12, 2025: Selkirk Parade — Selkirk

July 19, 2025: Raising Funds for Cancer Care —
Winnipeg
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Contact Us
(204) 583-2725
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cultureandheritage@mmf.mb.ca

Program Assistant: Dyana Lavallee
Administrative Assistant: Dustin McKay

Cultural Events Officer: Thomas Parenteau
contact

ease




