




In her workshops, Bruce teaches basic art 
techniques, Indigenous perspectives, and concepts 
like food sovereignty through the creation of art, 
cultural items, and much more.

The best part of these workshops has been the 
relationships she has built with the Youth and the 
inspiration they take from participating in her 
classes.

“I’ve had students say, ‘Miss Bruce, I want to be just 
like you. I’m going to be just like you,’ and those 
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these Youth to chase their dreams, that I’m able 
to offer encouragement to those who might not 
have received it elsewhere, makes me feel almost 
superhuman. I’m making a positive impact,” she 
said.
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founder and member of the St. Laurent Art Space 
Committee. The group was formed as a response 
to the noticeable absence of artistic opportunities 
within the community, with hopes of fostering a 
vibrant art scene. 

Bruce is also involved with Heartberry Education, 
an innovative venture founded by Marika Schalla 
providing educational resources through 
Indigenous cultural perspectives.
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leading educational cultural workshops, alongside 
contributing my skills in graphic design and 
illustration,” she said.

Bruce credits much of her success to the 
Manitoba Métis Federation (MMF) and its role in her 
development as a student, mother, and artist. 

“They have supported me in numerous ways, from 
assisting with my college education to accepting 
me as a Métis Youth delegate at their Annual 
(General Assembly), to providing me and my child a 

bit of excitement and happiness through their My 
Little Métis Box,” she said.

However, the highlight of Bruce’s MMF support 
thus far has come from the encouragement of 
a prominent Cabinet Minister who extended an 
artistic opportunity to her during her early years.

“In elementary, Mona Buors was my teacher. She 
is currently the Minister responsible for Métis 
Child and Family Services at the Manitoba Métis 
Federation. She presented me with a big artistic 
opportunity at a young age,” Bruce said. “The 
experience still holds a special place in my heart as 
a source of inspiration to this day. She recognized 
and nurtured my artistic abilities.” 

Minister Buors offered Bruce and her classmates 
the opportunity to create two murals for the MMF. 
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my accomplishments at such a young age. Looking 
back, I was very fortunate to have (Minister Buors) 
as a teacher,” Bruce said.

The encouragement to pursue her talents 
throughout her life has helped Bruce to face the 
critiques of others, limited access to resources, and 
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other Red River Métis Youth to further explore their 
artistic abilities. 

“One of the main things that has helped 
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of being Red River Métis,” she said. “Louis Riel once 
said, ‘My people will sleep for one hundred years, 
(but when they awake, it will be the artists who give 
them their spirit back).’ This statement not only 
shows the transformative power of art, but also 
the role that you, as young Métis artists, play in the 
resurgence and preservation of our culture.”

Bruce describes being an artist as a gift – a legacy 
handed down by our ancestors. She hopes other 
Red River Métis Youth continue pursuing their own 
gifts.

“It is a treasure that I hope you will share with the 
world through your beautiful artwork. Art goes 
beyond expression; it serves as a powerful medium 
of communication, bridging time and space and 
connecting the stories, traditions, and wisdom of 
our ancestors. It carries a sacred duty, acting as a 
tool between our past and the generations yet to 
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guiding principle. Embrace the unique stories 
and perspectives that only you can tell, drawing 
inspiration from our history and culture and land 
and people and spirit.”
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Red River Métis artist Ruby Bruce has been passionate about the arts for as long as she can remember. 

MMF HOSTS  
RED RIVER MÉTIS  
CHILD CARE CONFERENCE

On March 2, the Manitoba Métis Federation 
hosted a Red River Métis Child Care 
Conference, where early learning and child 
care professionals joined us for a full day of 
Red River Métis-focused child care learning. 
The event featured keynote speakers and 
workshops teaching land-based education, 
discussion panels, mental wellness and 
inclusion sessions, and more!
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YOU CAN LEARN A LOT IN 60 SECONDS!

Discover more about the MMF and the Red River Métis with our Métis Minute, airing on CTV and the MMF YouTube Channel.

SCAN HERE  
to watch  

Métis Minute!


