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RED RIVER METIS KNOWLEDGE IS POWER

MMF conducting Traditional Knowledge interviews

LE METIS, EST. 1871

“All Red River Métis knowledge is important — “Last year we went to Nelson River — Sipiwesk Data collected through the interviews is kept
whether it’s through connections to the lands Lake — and we went out with a Citizen on a boat. confidential and used for internal purposes,

or waters across our National Homeland, family And he showed all the impacts of Jenpeg Dam, ensuring the privacy of all participants, so that
history, or harvesting techniques,” said Marielle like all the erosion, and we saw lots of zebra “people can have the peace of mind knowing that
Gauthier, MMF Minister of Environment and mussels,” Richards said. “It's really nice to be nothing will ever be shared.”

Climate Change. out on the land with the Citizens... they’d tell me

Traditional Knowledge
To help preserve and interviews are often
better understand used by Red River
this knowledge, Métis environmental
the Manitoba Métis advocates to further
Federation’s (MMF) defend the rights and
Energy, Infrastructure shared interests of the
and Resource Red River Métis when
Management (EIRM) dealing with proposed
Department is and ongoing projects.
conducting Traditional
Knowledge interviews
to map community
knowledge, land use,
and places that have
been occupied by the
Red River Métis.

“Say [the proponents]
want to build something,
or they want to revitalize
an old project,” Richards
said. “[We can] look

at the data catalogue,
[recognize] we have

lots of Red River Métis
land use here, and this
[information] should be
taken into consideration
in the next steps of the
project.”

The interviews are used
to highlight how Red
River Métis Citizens
have historical and
contemporary use of
the lands and waters
throughout our National
Homeland. EIRM staff are currently
conducting Traditional
“[Being] Red River Knowledge interviews
Métis [provides] a related to several

unique perspective in The MMF’s EIRM Department is conducting Traditional Knowledge projects across our

Traditional Knowledge, . . . . . ) " . National Homeland,
and it should have interviews. Left to right: Brennan Richards, EIRM’s Traditional Economies including Westcoast

a distinction-based Specialist, and Alexia Hardy, EIRM’s Conservation Specialist. Energy’s Sunrise
approach,” said Brennan and Birch Grove
Richards, Traditional Expansion in British
Economies Specialist with EIRM. bia, MTI's Oak Lake Dam Rehabilitation
in southwestern Manitoba, and SaskPower’s
Southwest Power Pool Project.

There are three ways for Citizens 0
the Traditional Knowledge interviews: one-on- L , )
one desktop interviews, ground-truthing, and i ' an hour or less  In addition, we are interviewing Citizens specific

community consultations. to their concerns related to programs and policies
interviews, on the other hand, have a three-hour that federal and provincial governments are
Adopting a boots-on-the-ground timeframe, but sometimes multiple interviews are implementing. “Mine specifically is species at risk,”
ground-truthing involves being out © e land with  needed to gather all Red River Métis knowledge said Alexia Hardy, EIRM’s Conservation Specialist.
Citizens, to plot GPS points, take pictures and and data. “IWe are] finding Citizens who have knowledge on
videos, and document areas of significance. This species at risk, and where they’ve seen them, and
approach is perhaps the Traditional Economies In those situations, Richards said, “we’ll do a any unique knowledge that they might have.”
Specialist’s favourite way to collect Red River Métis  follow-up and do multiple interviews, because
knowledge. some people just have so much knowledge and “Your Red River Métis Government is prioritizing
history.” the collection of this information because it

The Traditional Knowledge interviews help showcase historical and contemporary use of our lands and
waters.
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provides a baseline from which we can ensure The interviews cover a broad umbrella of topics — Interviews have been well received, with Richards
impacts of projects are avoided where possible, starting with Red River Métis genealogy and family ~ observing a positive emotional response from
mitigated where avoidance is not an option, and history. participating Citizens.
accommodated where necessary,” said Minister
Gauthier. “IWe ask] where [Citizens] trace their roots, where “They’re reminiscing a lot about some old
did they receive Scrip, if possible, which is kind of memories that maybe they haven’t thought about
Richards also connects with Citizens through tricky sometimes,” said Richards. “And then just in quite some time,” he said. “But it’s been well
the Indigenous Capacity Support Program, general Traditional Knowledge, culturally significant  received. A lot of people refer their friends or family
which provides funding to promote Indigenous areas, harvesting or gathering sites, changes or members to reach out.”
Peoples’ meaningful engagement and leadership impacts that they’ve noticed throughout their
in assessment consultations. These year-round lifetimes.” Citizens interested in sharing their Traditional
general Traditional Knowledge interviews focus on Knowledge can email Brennan Richards at
Beyond Borders Citizens, Traditional Economies, Covering ecological knowledge of spawning brennan.richards@mmf.mb.ca. Interviews take
Cumulative Effects (Monitoring Program), and sites, breeding grounds, species at risk, and place virtually or in the EIRM office at 200 Main
Agriculture. invasive species, the interviews take on an organic  Street. Citizens who participate will receive an
flow, and “might not necessarily go question to honorarium and a meal allowance.
“A big thing is to include our Beyond Borders question,” he said.

Citizens as well, so not just in Manitoba, but
throughout our National Homeland,” said Richards.

“[BEING] RED RIVER METIS [PROVIDES] A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE IN TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE, AND IT SHOULD HAVE A
DISTINCTION-BASED APPROACH. - BRENNAN RICHARDS, TRADITIONAL ECONOMIES SPECIALIST, EIRM

MMF RECEIVES 2025-26 SWIFT CHAMPIONS AWARD
FROM MANITOBA CHIMNEY SWIFT INITIATIVE

In recognition of their exceptional commitment to the
conservation of the endangered Chimney Swifts, the
Manitoba Métis Federation (MMF) received the 2025-26
Swift Champions Award from the Manitoba Chimney Swift
Initiative. Minister Peter Fleming, the Minister of Natural
Resources, accepted the award on behalf of the MMF.

“It was an honour to accept [the award] here at the
Climate Symposium, surrounded by Red River Métis
Citizens,” said Minister Fleming. “It’s their voices that
guide MMF conservation initiatives and the work we are
doing to protect Species at Risk.”

The award acknowledges the MMF’s Chimney Swift
conservation work, including building an artificial Chimney
Swift tower and monitoring program at the former Roxy
Lanes where 7 fledglings were raised this past summer.

SHOP RED RIVER METIS: MEET PEGGY WIEBE

Looking for flowers in the Southeast Region?

Look no further than Little Flower Shop! Located in
fle-des-Chénes, Manitoba, Peggy Wiebe has spent
her entire life working with the earth, leading to her
shop’s success for the past 30 years. Not only can
you get your flowers from Little Flower Shop, but
the Red River Métis entrepreneur also offers a wide
range of services such as event planning, flower
preservation, and seasonal decorating.

Stop and smell the flowers - visit littleflowershop.
ca for all your floral arrangement needs!
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NATIONAL
ELEGTION

Know what Local ou re
registered with so you're ready
to vote or run for office.

Positions for President, Cabinet, and
Regional Executives will be open.

mmfelections.com




