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oCetfer to % %@w&s Lpope L?;'ancis

woué] [ [ to wzs[you a %pﬁy [ [ tea[ Bm‘[/ j woum&) [[ to wzs{ oua
very L%err C[mtmas anafa New C%ar_‘jgr new [ eqinnings anc/l;eace on eart[
J wrile to you as té Lpresz’aént g[;,‘é L%am’to[c; Metis g%aé‘mtz’on

( LW((W(@ —té J\[ztz'ona/(‘govemment ff;‘é g7\)_ea[ c7\).z'ver Lq/(étt's, a&) gwwn
as té Q%am’togc‘l L%étés —& nouve@‘ nation -t[e: or{gzh, roots, anaﬁ'ore ﬁ[@z

W etis Nation.

jwouéf/[ to say i was [t[é;tmm ant[an [nour to &ve [en %’66[[
op, ortunit ty to meet wzt@ou tﬁs ;Becem[ er. (_gf s my[(;ﬁunate t{ét tﬁs meetmg
[‘D to [ lbostlboneaf Jéer éwzng ézaf wor[ afm suc[ cése partners[ ip wzt[ our

ﬂrc[&s[ ops n Canac[ a over t[ past  years.

g?z.’rst/ as t[ QCeac[ er 9[2[ gjeea/‘ Ljez’ver (%étz’s am/(;n [ @fgfmj J\Gﬁon j : | %
£,

ﬂccompa;@yzng me on our visit in t[ nemﬁture wzf { t[ Cat[ [c Q%ltﬂ /
ﬁm our new nation, mc[ J;ig our Mmen C%ut[ anc[ (S%I ers, as we[;zs my e[ ctea[
Sovemment cof eagues. We were a%)ely 0/ appomtea/ [c;t our trz to t[ q)atzcan
was once agazn postponea[ a[ ue to [ a[ [ cautions. W ﬁ@ unaf rstan/ ézt t[
COWJZ) -19 pana[ emic, especza@ any new variants, ézs causea[ muc[ﬁar an/
anxieti ty. Sa e -_7 securt J anflprotectmg our eé‘/‘ ers anJ;Ju/- era{f mem[ ers OJ[:mr

societies must [ ea top consideration anaf ézszs g[;lctzon

J[z‘s was not to [ rst visit to t[ r))atz’can [c;t it was to [ té rst Lo meet wz’t[
my
you wzf[ [ ope anJ]‘ tf[ as we move into aj&ture %’enewa/;znﬂﬂemta/zatzon ﬂs
a strong Cat[ /c t[ ere were [ t[ persona[ as we[;zs cof clive reasons, w[ j [ o[
rwara/;o seeinq you. Once aqain, we are / aseﬁo [ e movin towarag confirming a
BY 4 pe S 9

new f tg/ orin t[ e new year.
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udn (peterjz t[ cjeoc[f[ Cﬁtn‘[é Sawfzge s[p[raé‘f[/c[f 06[{6‘%
ézs [ een entruste(// :‘?your care. Watc[ over (t, not as a (// Ly gtf wzﬂ [ n acconf

wz’t{ té wif(‘) ] 7 c7[ ﬂe/ ﬁwer Lq/[etzs count t{ mse/ ves among t[
oCorc/; ﬂ)‘c

«7[ Cat[ /c Cﬁtn’[ éls watc[ cﬁ)ver anf wa{ L/;Z/ swf tés ﬂe/ ﬁwer
Lﬂ/(etzs oc[ / nouve[ nation Jgr over 200 years. jf c]\),ea/ cjez’ver (Z/(étt’s

are a distinct cjwégenous LMtzon n west—centra/ QN rt[ ﬂmerzca wzt[ our own
co[ ctive lf ntit ty, / anguage, cu/;tre way o f/ ife, anc&%avemment Our c;Z[ me/ nc[
z’nc/u‘aés té Western Lgreat (p&z’ns i what is now Wstern Canaaé ancffé
nortém Um’tetf (States 9[ merica.

Our cé‘istz’ncf cjeec[ cjez’ver CMetis cu[ ura/ [e‘r{fa eis wef gwwn to Canac/’;{ns' t[
cj\j,eaf gjezver C/ng t[ (jeeaf Ljezver Cart t[ cjeetf cj\),wer Becu[ or[ té oems,
songs anc[ music ff:}ur artists; am/:mr / anquage Q%zcé/‘ Our lbo/z;wa/ ét.stoz‘y mc/ aés
our L?\[ztz’ona[ j é(g ana[té stm&g/ejs gfour ﬂncestors in {c‘ztté- anafz’n té courts.

gyn Cﬂme g[tj‘és  year, 2027, Lpope E‘ancis  you expéz’nec[télt you want to “wa@t’cg
{y sw/ eim ([ ue amf mutua/;"es ecl in reco(gm’zzhg té r(g{f:s ana[cu[ ura/;)a/ ues f [
the sons am[ f f ters 0 Canac/f y[ Ljeetf (.7\)11]6}" etw we[ come [ m(g among

ters. j[ Cat{ /; C[urcgs éstor s c ose/ gat wzt[ our ﬁe/
Zfrz’ta(ge ana/z’aéntt’(ty.

these sons an

cj\),t’ver (W(ét{s

«%getér, we - t[e Cﬁtrc[ anrﬂfé Rer/ L7et'ver L%éttis - éwgﬁceﬁn’ag anc[

trt’ét/- tions. m _cygm re/’eaﬁm eac[ ot[ er. ﬂs [ / ers, as servants, anc/;zs partners.
(.% éls [ een amﬁ‘emazm L‘oaf cyou “/]T zt[ anaf [ ope. «7[ t[ mef or our visit is
"%J{genom upeop/e:s anf / Cﬁtrc Wa[ ing o Set[ er c%warf c;[ a/;z an([

cj\),econcz’é’;{tz’on " (s a most appropriate a roac[ to continuing our journey. %f o%‘ws
PpProp PP ig our journey
sa very [r‘z:q[zlytoy %mr wa[
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Jé:ou [ wélt is ca@c/ége‘ cjeec[ gjez’ver c]\),esz’stance - a major event (n Canacé’;m
] 9
éstor - té cj\),e(// gjez'ver (%étz’s 4came Canaaé’s neqotiating partner in
y 3 8P
Con ecératz’on ana[té ounrér 0 té rst western province in Canac/a‘ now ca[el[
P
Lﬂ/(am’to{c‘z. gyt is the on[ rovince (o A; createc/ [ an gjnc[ enous Lpeo /e- n
Y p %Y 4] d
ngt[ ﬂmer{ca. :_%1 recoqnition o té cj\j,etf c7\),z'ver (%étzis creation o té
]
provz’nce, amﬂz& an énour, we écame gwwn cyé;:r 7870 as té Q%am’togz Lq/[étis.

But our wa% wz't[ té Catg)é; Cﬁtrc[ [e;gan gng Kef)‘re 7870. Bz’sép C%sepé
Oketave cp/ejssis z’ntro%cevﬂfé C&trcé.{nto té ﬂef <.7€t’ver terrilory. jﬁs was
the resué ﬁn 1817 apetz’tt’my@)m cjee([ c]\),t’ver to té Bwép stating tézt "wz’t[ té
ministr fy[; Catg)é;: (przkst notﬁng wz'[[e‘ mz’ssz’ng[ ] 7 anc/l:‘érgfo‘re “asén or
"t[e 422‘ g[:z [brz’est f/tj‘ét’r %é ﬂeé’gt’on[ ] J yé Cﬁtrc[ was éf[ nee et/;mc[
we/c‘omea/;{s an t’ntegra/part gf CMetis é’;)es anc/;’c/e‘nlezfy.

gyn 7855 ﬂ/e‘xancér c7\).oss, n és 50[ ‘74 ﬁec[ Rt’ver Settément, w&é
aévcn’{t’ng té gjeec/ cjez’ver %ﬁ@reec& ago gwwn as té cjeec[ cjez’ver (W(éfz’s,
wrote “ﬂf;‘ése lbeolb/e‘ _‘7[. g?renc[ extraction are 9[ cj\j,oman Catﬁ)é’;: rei ion.” In
aéscrz’&ng an earéer 71840 %g gmtz’n‘g ex[bea&z’on on f[e péz’m L7eoss, once a(gat’n
n és {c;o[, wrote ”On [(ﬂme ] 27st, cyé;r t{e‘ riest éc‘w/;bey[o‘rmec/ mass ﬁ[c;r we
sgmér [ave mentz’onea/;f[at a Ljeoman Catj ic prz’est 3enera@ accompam’es L‘ése
expecgﬁom ) [ . ].”

%tﬁr amf éter Bwép cgouz's—%an ois cfggcé, a mllm'ona(y to té (]eeaf Ljez'ver
(Settément, was we[ gwwn to 4{1}6 A;en one g[tgése [brz'ests w% trave[el[ wz’t[ té
%6 Kc‘mﬁng ex, ecé’;ft’ons ﬁm té St-Fran ois Xavier CWetis a&rz’n‘g 1857 to 1852.
(Su gs‘ec[uem‘ to tﬁzlo 0[’7'ectz'on f Bz’sép (pémls, t eyé;'st Catﬁ)é’;: L%t’ssz’on n té
Western (greaf cp/a‘t'ns égan in 1818 @ té (jeoman Cat%/t’; L;?(.ztérs C/Josepé:
L?\/o‘rért Lprovencér anaf Severe%sepﬁ%o/a‘s ;Dumoué’;z. Su gs‘equent/ , in
7827, was té esta{/;':vgnent gﬁé communz’fy at (pem &na -an earé anc/lbromz'nent

centref;r té <.7eec[ ﬂz’ver Lg/[étis.

an Yol

:’w

o8

X

SN

S,
12006

=

e,

Les
5 RO

~r




RO

v Bs ek ey .
- Fosssens my h m v
Say g X el afte o X 0 . .L ~
':,:::0..."&4 00 £ X { g 0000 é A ’!" AR e

LRy

'ﬁ" ‘\ A

o*s-
‘v

sz (SEINCRS
Lﬂ/(an OJ[:mr ﬂncestors are [urz’ecf’ n f[ apemf na W rt[ ;Da[ ta cemetey
on t[ (Z/(mteof Lgtates szc[ 9/2& mtematzona/ 47‘0/‘ er. t7 c[ ay, le / 0/‘ @ our gg ers, we

continue to s{ ow respect @ erectm‘g w[ te woocé‘n crosses on t[ Lpem[ ina cemetely to
re, éce téase go‘tmea,/ rottea,/ or (Jéz‘ma e([
d 9

ﬂmo {z:s ot[ er contrz’[utz’om to t[ Qﬂ/(étz’s n 7823 now as st[ op, aprovencér
engage tq/(etzs women ﬂn e/‘que amf L%aiguerzte LN /;1 as teac[ rsv/. ort ﬁst
f rma/ zrg scé)o/‘ n t[ Rer/ L7etver Sett/ ment.

(St—cﬂ)se [ t[ Lprotector o t[ Cﬁtrc[ is a&) to our peop[ e our Lpatron Samt gf
t[ c]\),e([ cj\),tver (W(etzs Saa[‘ cﬂ/(etzs mf age n our cﬁea/ c]\),wer County a&)
on t[ (Z/(mteof Lgtates szc[ f fy Ko‘rc[ er near Lpem[ na, w[ c[ once was és namesaé,
éls [ een renamecﬂfo Wa@[ and (s near/y‘ Jgrgotten. But tO([ our (S%] ers remain
ﬁz’t%/as many f{c‘lt continue toaéy to mar[ Lgt—(%sep[; L%arc[ 79t{]€ast a@y.

Bis%p Lprovencér’s successor, Zgz’sé)p ﬂéxanag —ﬂntom’n c%cé, was a trmtez[
rel{gious éacgr in fé cjeecf cjez'ver ana[ %rt%—‘ West. % [ecame a centraﬂ ure

in the events 94‘ e 7859— 70 cjeetf cj\),z'ver Ljeesz'stance ana/;zcteafas an z’ntermené"a(y
étween Canacé éc[ @ cprt'me Minister Cﬂ)é;fl A Lq/(accgna{ofanrﬂfé Rer/
River Mtis (prom’sz’ona/;govemment / c[ [ Louis J&’e/ ﬂﬁ;r 1870 [
attemp(t[ec/;o secure t[ e amnes J f or t[ cj\),eszstance éaa/ ers - an amnes Ly [Jromzsec[ [
Cana

Our reat gjeea/ cjezver etzs ofeaa[ er, Louis ajeze/ saw/"[ ] as ﬂrc[&v[
«%04 is my great be { nggctor as [ eis my at[ er, j woug;(y [ ecause [ 4{5 6[ one me
an immense c[ a%ooa/ ana/ [ ecause there was no one w[ Ac‘zc/té courage to te[ [ m,
jc[c[[causej/ve[m [causejac[ow[cfeaf[élsc[ngfrme astost[p
(gmnéz it was on té same (groumg "

j[ ﬂea/ cjezver (jeeszstance arose w[ en Canaa[ aﬁempteaﬁo um[ tem[‘ ﬁzng
our c;[ me/ na[ ‘nto Canaf wzt[ ut consu/ tation anvﬂmr consent. Su{ equent/
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ﬂs an appomtecﬁiegotz’ator, L%tér ﬁt’tc%t 446%0 ensure g%‘enc[ él-ngua‘ge rt(géf.s

ana/ Catéé; re/t("gz’ous ﬁeaéms were z’ncét‘cé‘afz’n té Lﬂ/[am’togc‘{ ﬂct _(y[;87o. Oflé
a&) was z’mtmmenta/z"n té nclusion g[;ectz’on 37 g[gé same ﬂct wﬁc[ Promiseafi.4

(SESNCRS
these events resuéea/z’n té Canaa& anc[ gjeec/ cjez’ver L%étz’s creatz’n(g té prom’nce 9f
L%am’to &. .;Durz'ng t&s lberz’oc[ g?atér C%sepﬁ%e[ Ljez'tcé)t was an z’mportam‘
avéisor anc/;zegot{afor on éélf g&é QW(étis—/e‘/ LRe/ c7\),t'ver Lprom’sz’ona/

mt’[i:)n acres gf /a‘nag;rt e c&gfren f <.7eec[ ﬂz’ver Lq/[éttkﬁ;mi@s.

Bwép a%cé, g?;ltér cjez'tcét, anc/li‘é L%étz’s were, ué’mateé, 41,‘7@60/ i[y
Canm&m Lprz’me Lq/lmz’ster C/Jogz ﬂ Q%ac%na% té amnestly sougé was
never Smntea&o té L%étz’s é-aaérs _(y[;fé cﬁea/ c]\),z’ver cjeesz’stance; fé é{-n uage
am/;'e/z"‘gzbu%ecgms, especz’(/z@ n té areas ﬁromhcia(govemance an(/f‘n/u{aﬁon n

Caté)é: Sc%og were cém’ec,[ anv&é /a‘nfpromises to té cégfren were not épt.

(.Z’L times fy[;‘rou[év the cﬁtrc[ was tére to éé; its %c[ ﬂs cfouz's cjez’ezvpoé n
&y@za[statement f/z;é 4(171‘%% compassz’on ﬁé g%térs ggm n sz’mpé acts: “té
cj\),ev. g%tér ﬂna&e %o‘zs _(ygen {c‘wﬁfé énaéess tqjgea/ my ngzg wz’t[ a sac[ OJ[%ur

[. ]’

In {z:s rgfectz’on on the events _cy[;859— 70, in 1885 Louis cjez’e[ té year o éz‘s

execution [ Canacé, expéz’net/;f@t tére were two socielies wé treate togetér. One
was small, étf mn s smaﬁe&s &z%ts rz‘gés ‘74 ofér was Sreat, étf mn s ‘greatness

[c‘wﬁw SGreater rgés tém té rz(g{f:s _cy[;é smaf [ ] i

ﬁ_g@ctt’ng c[ouz’s ﬂz’e@ woré, L%t[éf «]et’tcét étz'/t‘a L¢;rofzfo n té Cat%/t’;
cparz’s[ f St%r&;rt, now a part ﬁé Czlfy W’nmpeg. udt contains a statue _(y[
Lg/(a(y n wéc[sé is égn‘z(g a &z‘/a‘nce - the scales ﬂ[/:ustz'ce - muc[ {é those usec/z:n
/a‘w. Oh fé scales the cause ﬁ[e ﬂef <.7ez’ver Metis outwetgé té(.lt f Canacé.
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j[ mom/ fy OJ[g[ cﬂ/(etzs c[ aim is c[ ear. ﬂs n gysaza[ 717, “[ ] [ earn to cf rg[
(See t[a?jusﬁce is céne—éé; tg)se wg) are oplbressec/ [ ] 7

udt (s not surprzsmg t[c‘lt g%t[ er Ljeztc[ t gt:tl[ té rotto. e was very mucﬁnvo[ ec[
n t[ Protectzon %E{%{:[ c;[‘ é/w/(‘/l[‘ wecf [ L%etzs to assem[f zmu[ t[ lbarzs[
f or meetmgs towarag protectt t[ c7€ec[ ﬂwer tq/(etzs / ncg [ we/ omeaﬁmaf

a;om;oc/c;tec[ cﬂ/(étzis s0 zrs znc[ 0/;13 /- aa/ er c[O“lS gjeze/ mza/ [ t[ {z‘s [ ome anc/

In No vem[ er 1885 Louis cjeze/ was executec[ [ Ju(/;za ly sanctzonea/ murc/ er - t[
0& er fy[z.f[ e assassin was [ %ﬂ in the c[ a[o 5 m{g‘e Just lbrzor to és c[ at[ [
wrole a / tter to g%tér ﬂttc[ t exp/ mzng ””[ ] wa{ ing n t[ f oolsteps ff;z man
suc[ as you g%tér, j trz’ec/%o [c.zse m conc/u‘ct on the one éc‘mcﬂm w%c‘zt J am asé([
to cg J{;r others ana/c‘m té other on wﬁzyt j am o%et/;n conscience to 06 _]{’;’ tém.”

[ és cmy/e;sor L%t[ er ﬂmé“e as we[;ls L%L‘ér Lq/( W[;lms QN ewspaper
accounts state tézt ﬂze/ time was “c[ votevfasszf uous to lbrqyer. g%tér ﬂmge
once c[uesfz’one([ statecf {c‘{t gjeze[“was q}grvent Cat /; atfencﬂi the cﬁtrc[
am/;zttenaﬁz(g to és religious du c[ tze{]é:zquent[ 7 % a&) agreec[ ézt L‘[ [ f [reecg
[ Q%etw ] were “a [beop/ [3[/ re[gwus an([ re[gwn ézs a Sreat uyfuence on t[ em.”

Louis ajeze/ [ c[ was [rou [ [ ome to ﬁea/;lwer (7[ c[ éﬁre és [L‘ma/
émc[[ K were rﬁvtﬂ&‘ttevfcaﬁgﬁra Wear g[z;[ cjeaces ana/ca[;{gﬁ; t{ “tru[
(ya[ to proceec/to St Bony’gce anc/fo puf a/ 0wn t[ [ Sf—gonﬁce Cat[ / ]
Cat[ cga/ 0/ own upon t[ [ aLé‘ f [ «77:1[ t[at exa[ t[ JQ@B&,C anc[vo {[ t
t[mﬁmt fcef[(?art[”

v
\4
/4
¢
4
Y
/4
\4
ﬂccor&ﬁzj to reports at t[ time, in gz:sjgm/‘ [ ours oCouz’s cjez’e[ was accompam’eaf
4
%
v
\¢
/4
\q
4
\4

aver since oCouzs gjeze/ cf at[ eac[ anaﬂzvely ' year on LN vem[ er 761‘[ aév ite
t[ threats ana/con/ mnation f c7\),te/anf és peop/ e as tradtors, t{ ﬂecf cjezver
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Lﬂ/(etzs continue to attenc[ Qﬂ/(ass n St—Bonﬁce Cat[ aé‘a/;mc/;o Sat[ erin
so[ emn ceremony at és L«;mvesnfe to remem[ er t[ e man am/;ommemorate és &f ana/

ac{ ‘evements.

(Smce our zncelbtzon anc/éoug[to tO/ at f[ [Sznmng fmeetmgs anafassem[ﬁs
er

t[ ﬁe/ L7etver QW(etzs as[ an to give a traa/tzona/prqyer. j[ oforvﬁs
neverf orgotten. gjn 7uotz’n(g t[ worcg fyftﬁ ost/- J 61 na messa(gg@)m  your
cgf Awss (polbe g%'anczs w[ c [ oé:vcrz{ef the re/ L‘zom[ po f [ Cﬁm:[ wzt[
t[ ﬁe/ L7etver QW(etzs. “c[ztt/ iy agen / t us not / ove in worﬂ)r speec[ éaf n ([ ef
ana/z’n tmtﬁ ( 7 (%1 3.'78 )

m as[ Lpope E‘ancis t&zt t[ Cﬁtrc[ continue to pray wz’t[ us am/éo wor[
alon u[ us in our searcé%;r reconcz/;zfzon wzf[ Ccmac[ ana[ wzt[ t[ Cﬁtrc[ m
Zf[at Cﬁtrc[ lb/ ease notJ[ (get us, anaﬁ[at [ you P/ ease c[ not Swe up on us.

j ([ ay we seejf ewer, young peop[ attenaﬁg cétrc[ j c[ ay some cﬁtrcés are near
emp tly o J[I;arzs[ {oners f ng into zsrepazr anaf to meet t[ neecg ﬁr eac[ (parzs[ one
przest may neea&o visit up to ézf cgzen Cﬁtrcés to peﬂgrm Sum[ tg/(ass. m
éé’;eve ou{;n’aé fé tma&z’onaﬂwecg g[:mr aparz’sgoners, suc[ as we%(gsﬁnemé: or
[a‘lbtz'sms, L‘ére s muc[ épe anaf éa/z';zg tg'ou(g[ té Cﬁtrc[

udn té sacraments, prayer, protectz’on anc/ / ve:]gr our commum’t t[ Cﬁtrc&tt{{c‘{s
a prominent ro/f or those su, ermtyé:)m [ a[ [ conaﬁzom suc[ aé ression, memfa/ f ness,
or cancer, as we[;zs om domestic or su [ tance a&se an{ﬁr t/ol;e victims f Jstemw
mo[ ence anaﬂaczsm ﬁm outszc[ e our community. We [ /;ve our peop[ s%‘mjﬁm
these anaﬂn‘[ er az{nents ancﬂfrou[és may be [ [ [ ea/ [ mcreasec[ C&trc[ presence ana/
a remta/zatton g[f zt[m our communi ty.

K j [ ope Jou urwf ﬁs [;%A escrzptzon fy[c.)ur éstorzca/élncﬁ)ngozng re[ tzons - on[
,& J[e‘w pages in [ n(gt[ [ zn ormative anc[us ﬁ/ (%t as it lbromcés onf [S[gés i
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t_fjg@ r_(yie-ct the emotz’ona[anafspz’r{tua/;onnecttbn éfween

)

us - té C{L‘trc[ ana/

re

té Ljeetf Lj\j,z'ver (W(étéf - amﬂ)ur mutuaﬁ:ommz’tments ana/;mcértaéngs c&n’ng a

gng éﬁstozy togetér.

L%T more tézm two centuries o [e‘z'n the o[" ect fy[l;z/o/e‘nce amﬂ)ppressz’on @ té
nState ancﬁ)térs, ofouis c7€z'e s [beopE are stz’[%re. gyt ézs éen ourﬁt’t[th té
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