
1885
The Metis of Batoche and the surrounding 
area ask Louis Riel for assistance to get 
t i t l e  to  the i r  l and .  The  Nor th-West 
Resistance sees Louis Riel and Gabriel 
Dumont wage a resistance against the 
Canadian government. The Metis are 
overcome by the Canadian army and Louis 
Riel gives himself up for trial.

1869-70
Louis Riel returns to the Red River Settle-
ment as a young man who is politically 
aware. He becomes the President of the 
Provisional Government which negotiates 
the entrance of Manitoba, as a province, 
into Canadian confederation.

November 16, 1885
Following the trial, Louis Riel is executed 
in Regina. Many other Metis leaders are 
jailed. 

1858
Louis Riel is locally educated by the clergy
of Saint Boniface before being sent to 
Montreal to study for the priesthood.

2008
For many years, Louis Riel and the Metis 
were the “forgotten people”. As generations 
pass Louis Riel and his actions continue 
to be revisited. In 2008, Louis Riel's 
contributions are symbolically recognized 
with the creation of Louis Riel Day, the 
third Monday in February of each year. 

1844
Louis Riel is born in the Red River Settlement 
to Julie Lagimodière and Louis Riel on Oct 22, 
1844. He is the eldest of eleven children.

2011
Louis Riel is officially recognized as the leader of the first 
Provisional Government of Manitoba. 

Founding Father of Manitoba
Louis Riel

1870 - 1885
Immediately following the creation of the province of Manitoba, Louis 
Riel is forced into exile. He moves throughout eastern Canada and the 
northern United States before settling in Montana as a teacher. He marries 
and has three children. All three children pass away at a young age.

"On behalf of our Metis citizens, our METIS GOVERNMENT extends our best wishes to 
all Manitobans and visitors to come together and enjoy our beautiful province.  Louis Riel 
Day is a time for families to take part in the many venues our province has to offer and 
remember the legacy of our Father of Confederation."
                                                           

President David Chartrand, Manitoba Metis Federation


