
Our treaty consultations with Citizens are starting to 
draw to a close, and we are just days away from our 
Extraordinary General Assembly. We all can’t wait for 
the moment we are called upon to vote on our treaty 
on June 3. Together we will vote as we gather at the 
Assiniboia Downs, and in our regional locations in the 
province, our Beyond Borders satellite events and 
online. 

Our team has been busy negotiating with Canada, 
engaging with our Citizens in consultations, and 
organizing our Assembly. They have worked hard to 
get us to this important moment in our history. 

This will be an historic decision about our future - a 
future and a destiny that was kept from us after the 
federal government of the day abandoned our first 
treaty of 1870, the Manitoba Act. For over a  
century-and-a-half, Canada refused to recognize  
our Nation and our Government, our claims and our 
rights. 

“[The Métis] had a government of its own, free, 
peaceful and well-functioning… it was a government 
with an organized constitution whose jurisdiction 
was all the more legitimate and worthy of respect, 
because it was exercised of a country that belonged 
to it” - Louis Riel

As Riel stated above, the Red River Métis governed 
over the affairs of the historic Northwest peacefully 
for decades before Canada became a country. 
However, in the years following 1870, the Red River 
Métis were forced to flee what was then the new 
Postage Stamp province of Manitoba and settle 
throughout our traditional lands. This was due to 
the Reign of Terror and Canada’s failure to distribute 
the lands promised to the Red River Métis in section 
31 of the Manitoba Act. Families had to hide their 
beadwork, their identity, in order to survive the 
discrimination faced at every turn. 

That is, until 1967 when a group of forward-thinking 
Métis founded the Manitoba Métis Federation to 
provide responsible and accountable governance by 
and for the Red River Métis. 

Since then, we have celebrated a number of  
historic milestones, moving forward in our path to  
self-government. Steps that those who came before 
us could not have dreamed of. First, in 1982, Canada 
was securing its place in the world as an independent 
nation, which required a constitution beyond the 
British North America Act, and a charter of our rights 
and freedoms. Led by then Prime Minister Pierre 
Elliot Trudeau, Canada adopted a new constitution 
that spoke of Aboriginal rights. In it, the Métis were 
listed in section 35 as rights holders.

In 2004 when we began distributing our Harvester 
Cards, then in 2013 with the landmark  
MMF v. Canada Supreme Court of Canada decision 
that clearly stated that the Red River Métis interests 
were represented by the MMF and that Canada 
failed to diligently implement s.31 of the Manitoba 
Act, and finally to 2021 when we signed the first 
ever historic Self-Government Recognition and 
Implementation Agreement for the Métis of the Red 
River, no matter where they live. 

All these moments, though by themselves may look 
small, strengthened our Nation, and led us to where 
we are today, at the Red River Métis Self-Government 
Recognition and Implementation Treaty. 

By the time the June 3 vote comes, we will have 
held consultations with our Citizens from Ottawa 
to Vancouver and even in the United States, along 
with consultations in what is now called Manitoba. 
These meetings have been crowded, and at times 
overcrowded - rooms full of Red River Métis Citizens 
taking the opportunity to listen to our subject matter 
experts, learn about the Treaty, and asking questions 
to gain further understanding. We met with 
thousands of Citizens from coast to coast.

The excitement we have seen from our Citizens is 
unmatched and so powerful. Citizens across all our 
Consultations embrace our story and our new era, 
ensuring our relationship with the Crown. Our vision 
for the future will be locked in place and we will 
be able to negotiate specifics that will affect all our 
daily lives. Families will no longer have to wonder 
where they will get the money to pay for their child’s 
university, but instead sit down at the dining table 
and wonder which university they will attend. 

Along the long and difficult path that we have 
travelled, it is you, our Citizens of the Red River Métis 
Nation, who give us the energy to continue on to 
further future successes.

Now, on June 3, we turn to you, our Citizens, our 
families, neighbours and friends, to be a part of this 
historic event and vote to ratify the Red River Métis’ 

Treaty. A treaty our Ancestors were promised in 1870 
but was stolen away from them. Indeed, when I am 
on that floor voting alongside you, I will be thinking 
about my mother and the other strong Red River 
Métis that brought me to this moment and brought 
the MMF to this historic time.

With this vote, we will take the next steps to right the 
wrongs done to our Nation. Our unity and strength 
will be on full display for all Canadians to see. I 
know we will make our future generations and our 
Ancestors proud.  

Our future is in our own hands, where it was always 
meant to be. That future is bright, and it’s ours to 
defend and to shape. We will let no one steal our 
identity or distort it for their own purposes. We know 
that there are forces in Canada that are trying to use 
our identity to insert themselves into Confederation. 
We cannot let these people sneak into the Canadian 
consciousness on the backs of our Ancestors’ 
sacrifices. 

Your Red River Métis government will continue to 
do all it can to ensure that our future generations 
understand our history. One of the ways we will 
do this is through our heritage centre, which will 
quickly become a centre of knowledge about the 
Red River Métis. This centre of knowledge will not 
just be available to our own Citizens. It will be for 
all Canadians, along with scholars and historians 
from every part of the globe. Gone will be the days 
when our history could only be found in the hands of 
private collectors, in colonial museums, or in archives 
with other levels of government. 

Make no mistake - we owe a debt of gratitude to 
the private collectors, museums and archives that 
gathered our history and artifacts during the times 
we had no resources available to collect these pieces 
ourselves. They have helped preserve many things 
that are of value and importance to our people and 
this great country we call Canada.  

While in Vancouver for the treaty consultation with 
our Citizens, I met with just such a collector - a 
retired bookstore owner by the name of Don, who 
has dedicated a great deal of his time and energy 
toward the preservation of many critical artifacts in 
our Nation’s history. The amount of information and 
history contained in his collection is astonishing. He, 
like many collectors, now believes that the time is 
right for our history to be put back in our own hands, 
and we have made arrangements for this important 
archive to become part of our heritage centre 
collection. 

The plans for our heritage centre continue to rapidly 
take shape, and we are drawing inspiration from 
some of the best museums and heritage centres 
across the globe as part of our planning. Our heritage 
centre will be a state-of-the-art facility, full of 
resources and national treasures.  

 



It was a tale of two different storylines for each 
Manitoba Team competing at Winnipeg’s 2023 
National Aboriginal Hockey Championships (NAHC).

The male team was looking to bounce back after not 
medalling at the 2022 NAHC, while the Manitoba 
female team hoped to defend their 2022 gold medals 
on home soil. 

The 15-team tournament brought the top Indigenous 
U18 AAA, Prep School, and junior hockey players 
across Canada from May 8-13 at Seven Oaks 
Sportsplex. 

In total, 25 Red River Métis Youth represented 
Team Manitoba (14 females, 11 males) for the 20th 
anniversary of the championships.

Six players from the 2022 tournament laced up 
their skates again for the male team, while 10 girls 
returned to defend the gold medal.

Team Manitoba defenceman Luke Wagner was a 
returning Red River Métis athlete from last year’s 
tournament in Nova Scotia. He said the atmosphere 
this year at home was completely different. 

“Last year (at the tournament), there wasn’t much of 
a crowd for us,” he said. “This year (having) a bigger 
crowd makes you want to get up, play, and have a 
better time. It’s a lot more fun as well.” 

The men’s team would go 2-0-1 in round-robin 
action, walloping Team Eastern Door and the North 
14-0 on opening night.

The Manitoba boys would go on to defeat Team 
Ontario in a preview of the gold medal match 4-1, 
then draw 4-4 with Team Atlantic.  

Red River Métis athlete Carter Campbell agreed that 
the home crowd provided an unmatched experience.

“All of them are rooting for you, and you know that. 
It’s loud when anything goes on,” he said. “When 
there’s a big hit, the crowd jumps, and when there’s 
a goal, they’re even louder. It’s awesome playing in 
front of the fans.”

Manitoba would trounce Team Nunavut 10-4 to 
claim their spot in the semi-finals, then breezed past 
Saskatchewan 5-2 to punch their ticket to the finals 
against Team Ontario. 

Team Manitoba would score during the third period 
to break a one-all tie, then added three unanswered 
goals to defeat Ontario 5-2 to win the gold. 

Golden boys and silver girls:  
Team Manitoba well represented at 2023 NAHC

NAHC  
2023 round-up 
Highest-scoring Red River Métis males: 

 ∞ Carter Campbell → 5 goals, 5 assists 
 ∞ Cole Robertson  → 2 goals, 5 assists 
 ∞ Carter Zalischuk → 7 assists

Highest-scoring Red River Métis females: 
 ∞ Julianna Herman → 5 goals, 1 assist 
 ∞ Linnéa Misner      → 3 goals, 5 assists 
 ∞ Jessica Anderson → 2 goals, 4 assists

Team Manitoba U18 Male:  
42 goals scored, 13 goals scored against 

Team Manitoba U18 Female:  
34 goals scored, 5 goals scored against 

25 Red River Métis Youth  
represented Team Manitoba:  
14 female, 11 male

President David Chartrand, LL.D. (hon), O.M.

When we open this centre in 2026, I fully expect to 
astonish visitors with the full scale and scope of our 
history and the ways we are highlighting it. 

In the meantime, we will continue to educate our 
Citizens and all Canadians about our identity and 
our history. We will do everything we can to ensure 

that our next generations do not have to explain who 
they are – the Red River Métis. We will continue to 
honour the ways and traditions of our Ancestors, 
including gathering in Assembly and discussing 
our modern-day treaty, just as we always gather to 
discuss important issues. 

Until we gather, I offer my prayers to all our 
Citizens, families and neighbours, and my deepest 
condolences to those who have been caused to 
grieve. 

Meeqwetch,

MMF President David Chartrand stopped by to take in the tournament and cheer on our Red River Métis athletes. 



The Manitoba U18 female team had a strong start 
in their round-robin action. The Red River Métis 
goalie tandem of Jenna Goertzen and Rachel 
Halldorson would prove to be unstoppable, as the 
girls would not end up letting in a goal until their 
final round-robin game. Manitoba would end the 
round-robin with a perfect record, outscoring Team 
Saskatchewan, Atlantic, Alberta, and Eastern Door 
and the North with a cumulative score of 29-2.

Team Manitoba would secure a bye to the semi-finals 
and defeat Team Alberta 4-1 to reach the finals and 
go for back-to-back championships. 

In the final game, Halldorson would put on an 
absolute goaltending clinic trying to preserve a 1-0 
lead late in the third period, but Team Ontario would 

score on the powerplay with under 10 minutes left 
to play. A late-game penalty would spell trouble, as 
Team Ontario would convert on a cross-crease pass 
with 44.2 seconds left in the game to stun Manitoba 
and win the championship game 2-1. 

Seventeen-year-old Halldorson reflected on her 
outstanding play at the NAHC.

“There was some tough competition this week. 
Even though we didn’t get gold, being awarded a 
silver medal is still a positive achievement,” she said. 
“I enjoyed sharing the week with my coaches and 
teammates. We had a positive attitude the entire 
week, which made us successful at the tournament.”

The Manitoba Métis Federation (MMF) partnered 
with the Manitoba Aboriginal Sports and Recreation 
Council (MASRC) to support our Red River Métis 
athletes. Last year, the MMF donated $50,000 to 
the MASRC for the 2023 NAHC. As part of a targeted 
investment into professional and structured sports 
development for our Youth, the MMF supports Red 
River Métis Youth elite athletes through the Believe 
Athletic and Artistic Support Program. 

The 2024 NAHC tournament will be hosted in  
Grande Prairie, Alberta. 

Community Photo
Minister Will Goodon and the MMF Housing and Property 

Management Department helped volunteers at Seven Oaks 
House Museum clean graffiti from the historic property, 

one of the oldest Red River Métis homes in Winnipeg. Their 
combined efforts brought new life to this significant site, 

honouring our ancestors and preserving our cultural legacy.  

Le Métis’ Community Photo section invites Red River Métis 
Citizens to send in photos to be featured in our newsletter. 

If you have a photo that celebrates the Red River Métis, 
send it to communications@mmf.mb.ca  

and you may see it in print!

The Manitoba U18 males won the gold medal after defeating Team Ontario 5-2 at the 2023 NAHC.  

The Manitoba U18 female team would make it to the 2023 NAHC finals and finish the tournament with  
a silver medal after losing 2-1 to Team Ontario. 



The MMF’s Regions are 
busy working hard for our 
Red River Métis Citizens! 
Look out for these 
upcoming events:

Southeast Region 
The Red River Métis Ride of Hope 
May 18 – June 4
Hadashville to Lorette 
themetisrideofhope@gmail.com
themetisrideofhope.com

Membership & Harvesters Drive 
June 7 from 3-7 pm 
Centre Jean Desrosiers, 
154 St. Malo Street, St. Malo 

Are you holding an event in your Region? 
Email us at communications@mmf.mb.ca 

THE EXTRAORDINARY 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY IS 
AROUND THE CORNER.
The Manitoba Métis Federation is proud to announce 
that the Extraordinary General Assembly will take place on 
June 3rd and 4th, 2023, at the Assiniboia Downs and virtually.

Visit mmf.mb.ca to register.


